
Well the last three months have produced some surprises and some expected con-

gratulorly moments for Vipers members with many birthdays, births and weddings. 

 

It all kicked off with Brendon and Melanie Pol-

lock who welcomed little Hayden into the world 

on Thursday 30th April, weighing in at 6lbs 30oz. 

The family are all doing well since the birth.  Our 

spies indicate a return to the touch fields not too 

far away for Mum, as she has been seen out 

pounding the pavement in recent weeks. 

 

In the March edition we announced the engage-

ment of 

Clinton Burke to Monique Le Grove.  Well 

the newly engaged couple tied the knot in 

front of family and friends on June 13th. The 

reception was held at one of Clinton and 

Monique's favourite sporting venues the MCG 

in the converted Long Room with a quick 

visit to the hollow turf for some wedding 

photoôs, before all danced the night away.  

The newlyweds will honeymoon in Thailand 

during the school holiday break before returning to reside in Tooronga. 

 

The second wedding to occur was a surprise to many and to others not so much when 

Suzy Barrett and Mick ñMCñ Carter tied the 

knot in front of close family and friends on the 

16th May. The occasion was supposed to be 

Suzyôs Birthday but quickly turned into some-

thing a little more special as the night proceeded. 

Suzy being the strong independent woman she is, 

proposed to MC on Valentineôs Day of which he 

gladly accepted. The happy coupled celebrated 

the night at the Sandringham Club and continued 

the celebration back at their home into the wee hours of Sunday morning. The honey-

moon was spent on the Sunshine Coast in Queensland in picturesque Noosa. Al-

though it rained for much of their stay I am sure that it did not worry these two love-

birds. 

 

The next edition of Vipers News should see the announcement of the birth of Angelo 

ñCabby ñ Cabasang and Carly Goodrichôs first child together plus Spud Taranto 

and Sharniôs second child who will become a little brother or sister to Saxon. 

 

Vipers would like to congratulate those on their new arrivals, birthdays and their 

weddingôs and wish them all the best for the future. 

Announcements:  

Happy Birthday to our fellow 

Vipers: 

 

July 

Beau Te Aute 

Toni Breeze 

Maree Lang 

Ellen Faaea 

Richard Etti 

Tim Blackwood 

 

August 

Elspeth Langford 

Kiri Kane 

Danielle Ryan 

Gerhard Brown 

Brent Davidson 

Fadi Ayache 

 

September 

Nicole Doig 

Derek Young 

Matt Dent 

Greg Matthews 

Ashley Davine 

Duncan Currie 

 

October 

Sally Hamilton 

Catherine Sitch 

Graham Wise 

Jonothan Powell 

Pauline Stupavski 

 

Congratulations 
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Vipers International Tour 2010  

The 2010 International Tour is beginning to get some momentum with initial talks underway with both England 

and USA Touch to plan and secure Vipers at both countries National Titles in 2010. The word of mouth of this 

tour has reached far and wide with Monsoon Touch in Singapore keen to play some matches against Vipers on the 

stopover leg of the journey. The club is looking to field a minimum of two Mixed teams but other team options 

will depend on interest levels. 

Vipers are now looking to secure players, coaches and referees for this tour to ensure that it is viable to advance 

further in the planning stage. As many would appreciate who have been involved in touring to interstate tourna-

ments, there is a mountain of work which goes into organinsing these trips which last for less then a week, so as 

you can imagine the time that will be required to organise a four to five week international tour to two continents is 

going to be much more time consuming. 

Vipers recommend any person wishing to come on the International Tour to begin a savings plan now as we antici-

pate the cost per person to be approximately $5,000 to $6,000 to complete the entire tour which would include 

flights and accommodation but excluding food and spending money. Players may wish to only participate in cer-

tain parts of the tour which can be accommodated once the itinerary is confirmed and announced. 

Vipers have begun to plan fundraising events which will hopefully see some of the expenses reduced for those 

touring, with the first event likely to be a comedy night at the Comicôs Lounge in August or September in North 

Melbourne.  More events are in the pipeline with raffles, trivia nights and also a lawn bowls event on the cards dur-

ing Summer. 

So if you are interested in joining Vipers on our inaugural International Tour in 2010 then contact the club and be-

gin your savings plan today. Vipers Sports Club 

The Winter season of touch is unbelievably almost halfway through and with all teams currently still in finals con-

tention it looks like another strong season for the club. 

 

Winter touch has never been a big part of the Vipers program since we begun in 2007 but with renewed interest and 

new players looking to become part of the Vipers success, the club has entered teams into the Albert Park Mixed 

and Fawkner Park Menôs competitions. 

 

Albert Park has always seen Vipers teams compete with some success in recent years.  Last year saw the teams 

making the Grand Final claiming one title and finishing runners ups.  This year again will feature three Vipers 

teams in the mixed competitions. Bitemark, Harcourt and Bayside Vipers all have plenty of talented players in their 

line ups but combinations will be the key come finals time.  New players are scattered throughout the teams which 

is exciting for the club s we aspired to bring new players and families to the sport. All the teams are performing 

very well in the cooler conditions and are expected to make finals appearances come July but will any of them have 

what it takes to claim the title in their divisions 

 

Fawkner Park hosts the first Winter Menôs team for Vipers and early indication is it will be a successful year in 

2009. The team are yet to taste defeat on a Tuesday night and have formed very strong combinations across the 

park with all players contributing to the teams success. New players also feature heavily in this team with no less 

then six pulling on the white singlet for the first time in 2009. Maybe it is the mateship this team has which is giv-

ing them the edge over their opponents as the regular after game drink seems to be gaining momentum each week 

with more of the team coming along to talk tactics and discuss the game plan over a lemonade or two.  

 

The roving reporter predicts all teams to make the finals and at least two of them to make the grand final in their 

respective competitions. 

 

Best of luck to all teams involved. 

Touch Update  
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The Alliance will bring together some of the countries most exciting 

players from what many would call the Minor states in ACT, Victoria, 

South Australia, Northern Territory, Western Australia and Tasmania. 

The combination of these states and coupled with some of the countries 

most highly rated and experienced coaches, many of whom have current 

National appointments, will take on the Touch Powerhouse NSW in a 

three game series across all age divisions.  

The tournament is scheduled for March next year in the lead up to the 

NTL tournament in Kawana, QLD.  With the absence of QLD Touch, 

due to scheduling concerns, the governing body Touch Football Australia 

have introduced an alternative concept which is likely to allow many 

players from the smaller states to play the best players from NSW in a 

State of Origin concept. 

Expressions of interest for this tournament were due by 26th June 2009 to ensure the viability for both camps to se-

cure teams, not to mention make them competitive, so if you would like to nominate for any of the divisions which 

stretch from Openôs right up to 50ôs then log onto the Vipers website and nominate today. 

The Alliance 

The 2009 Victorian Touch League will commence in less then three months and Vipers 

plans for defending the Womenôs title and winning the Menôs division are well under-

way.  Vipers are proud to announce the retention of Shauna Hammond, last yearôs pre-

miership winning Womenôs coach, and Stewart Dracup, one of the stateôs most  suc-

cessful and experienced coaches at the highest level are both back again in 2009. 

 

Shauna completed a remarkable 12 months in the lead up to last yearôs VT winning se-

ries with capturing the National Womenôs 27ôs title at the 2008 National Touch League with Victoria and giving 

birth to little Joshua. Shauna brings a straight forward and no nonsense approach to Vipers which has proved suc-

cessful for both state and club. Vipers looks forward to this success continuing in 2009. 

 

Stewart  has been a part of many successful teams over his time as both a player and coach but has yet to crack the 

converted VT League Menôs division. Stew has got the team within a whisker twice in the last two yearôs with a 

narrow loss in the final in 2007 and a heartbreaking loss to last yearôs premiers in the semiôs. The 2009 series will 

be his third in charge and may just be three times the charm for 

Stew and Vipers Menôs in 09. 

 

Vipers will be conducting trials  for both their Womenôs and 

Menôs teams in early August in preparation for the 2009 season 

which is expected to commence in late September or early Oc-

tober. Vipers encourages any players wishing to participate in 

the VT League for the club in 2009 to contact the club to regis-

ter their interest or alternatively keep an eye out on the website 

for trial dates and times. 

 

For expressions of interest  Click here 

 

VT League ñ Coaches Announced  
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Summer Teams 

Vipers first venture onto the netball court has proven to be a success with both teams being elevated to the premier 

divisions at their respective competitions. 

After successful trial matches confidence was high for both teams but as recent results will show one competition 

may be a little tougher then the other with the Oakleigh team yet to win a game after the trials and on the end of 

some very heavy losses. The team continue to compete hard and show they can match their much more experienced 

and taller opponents but just canôt crack it for a win.  

The Albert Park team have had more success having only suffered two losses and currently find themselves in 3rd 

spot with less then two weeks to go to finals. Regular fill-ins and team cohesion have been the key with this team as 

they have found their respective positions in the team which allow for fast flowing play and movement down the 

court. Having conceded less goals then any other team it is clear the defence is working well. 

These two teams have only a couple more weeks of competition to go so be sure if your in the area to drop by and 

offer your support, you never know you might just get a run. 

Vipers Sports Club is pleased to announce that in 2009 we will be entering teams into the hotly contested Victo-

rian State Netball League which will compete at the State Hockey and Netball Centre in Royal Park on a 

Wednesday night. 

Vipers will endeavour to enter two teams into the State League with a Mixed and Menôs team currently being 

organised by National and State Menôs netballer and Vipers Mixed touch player Tim Blackwood. 

Tim  has recruited some of the Stateôs best male and female netballers for the State League teams with Dan 

Ryan and Heath Brown both earmarked to wear the Vipers colours in August. The trio recently competed at the 

National titles with the Victorian Menôs team which defeated all 

other competitors on itôs way to be crowned National Champions in 

2009. 

This is a huge achievement for Vipers which has been working 

closely with Tim over the last 12 months to add an elite netball team 

to the club to compliment the already successful VT League touch 

teams. 

Sources close to the roving reporter have indicated that two highly 

ranked female netballers from another team beginning with V may 

also be part of the Mixed team come August. Stay tuned.  

Netball Update 
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Vipers will be entering teams into the summer netball competitions in 2009 for the first time after the hugely 

successful winter season. 

 

A host of players have filled in throughout winter and have enjoyed the sport so much that Vipers expects to 

enter no less then four or five teams over summer to compliment the State League teams. All divisions will be 

offered. 

 

If you would like to play netball or have a team which you would like to bring over and play under Vipers 

Sports Club and take advantage of the discounts and club atmosphere then contact the club. Click here 

State League Here We Come! 
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